The Moon in Planetary Science and Astrobiology Decadal Survey, and the Endurance Rover Concept

Summary: Every 10 years, NASA commissions a Decadal Survey to assess key scientific questions in
planetary science and astrobiology, and prioritize missions for the coming decade. The recently
completed Decadal Survey, “Origins, Worlds, and Life: A Decadal Strategy for Planetary Science and
Astrobiology 2023-2032,” lays out a bold plan for a decade of robotic exploration of the Solar System,
including of the Moon. In this talk, | will summarize the results of the new Decadal Survey, including
the surprising recommendation for a new, ambitious lunar rover: Endurance. Endurance would
explore the gigantic South Pole—Aitken (SPA) basin, collect samples, and ultimately deliver those
samples to astronauts for return to Earth. Between Endurance and all of the other recommendations
of the Decadal Survey, it is an exciting time for lunar exploration!
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